
 
   

 
 

The Predictive CIO 

By Pam Baker  

http://www.cioupdate.com/insights/article.php/3735096  

March 18, 2008: CIOs are using their own form of mashups to become 
purveyors of the future.  
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CIO to CEO?  

The CIOs’ newly found 
prowess in seeing and 
linking future trends, does 
not mean that the role of 
CIO may one day supersede 
the role of CEO.  

“In this context CIOs do not 
have a responsibility to take 
over from the rest of top 
management,” says 
Daugaard. “The IS/IT 
business plan is always a 
reflection of the corporate 
business plan. The CIO 
should never initiate any 
activities within his area of 
responsibility unless it is 
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directly supporting the 
corporate business plan.”  

That does not, however, 
relieve the CIO of the 
burden of predicting the 
future.  

“It is important for all IT 
professionals to look at 
things from not only a 
technical perspective but 
also from a business 
perspective, to look at the 
‘big picture’ and see how 
their role fits into the 
company’s overall mission,” 
says Shields.  

Despite the added pressures 
heaped upon the evolving 
CIO role, the new power is 
unquestionably heady as is 
the new respect that colors 
the perception of IT.  

“Thank God CIO's are no 
longer technology freaks 
and business case 
producers,” exclaims 
Daugaard. “Thank God 
IS/IT is no longer just a 
department using money, 
left in a corner to jump 
when everyone else says 
‘jump!’”  
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