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The 4. of Business

strictly business kind of town. Want an? Seek cul-

ture? Go to New York or California. Here in Atlanta

"h thaere’s money to be made, deals to be struck and little
| time for the artsy stuff.

But these are not times for business as usual. A reces-
sion may be looming, stocks are dropping and some
high-tech corridors are beginning to resemble deserted
side streets.

If Atlanta is to sustain growth, art may have to take

center stage, because art does not decorate life, it resus-
B citates it.
% Studioplex on Sweet Auburn Avenue is a prime exam
‘4}3 ple of art that works, both in a creative sense and eco-
43 nomically. The facility, once an old cotton warehouse, is
an $18.3 million, 225,000-square-foot art commune that
houses artists, creative high-tech types, commercial
units and retail galleries. Studioplex support concerts,
interactive socials and heavy-thinking round-table dis-
J,} cussions on virtually every subject under the sun. It's a
world open to all and teaming with creative ideas. And,
it's infinitely practical.

Mot that long ago, the building was an eyesore and a
hangout for shady types of varying description. Sweet
& Auburn, once dubbed the richest black-commerce streat

:Atlama has always been pegged as a no-nonsense,
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Studioplex is “a renaissance enging,” says Mike Syphoe, _
HODC's vice president of commercial development.

in the world, itself was destitute, a dramatic fall from its
former glory days.

Mow Studioplex is the cornerstone of the street's
revival, an urban renewal experiment developed by a
partnership between the Atlanta MNeighborhood
Dewvelopment Partnership (ANDP), which has a 40% inter-
est, and the Historic District Development Corporation
(HDDC), which has the balance.

"Studioplex is a renaissance engine, where art and
technology converge,” says Mike Syphoe, HDDC's vice
president of commercial development.

But the project was “a formidable challenge,” says
AMNDP President Hattie Dorsey. "It virtually put us out of
business for several months because it tied up so much of
our resources.”

But initial funding wasn't the only obstacle to birthing
a new idea like Studioplex.

“We started with a big ugly box of a building with no
character at all,” says David Green, a partner in Brock
Green Architects, a leading firm in the adaptive reuse of
historic buildings.

In 1887, Brock Green adapted the Enterprise Mill in
Augusta as a mixed-use residential, retail, commercial and
restaurant complex. The group also adapted the Kessler
Building in Downtown Atlanta, as well as The Giant Loft
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and Gasket City, both on Marietta
Street, among other conversions.
Gasket City was one of the first condo
conversions in Atlanta, having been
completed in 1997.

Studioplex was a complex project,
in part because it was in the Martin
Luther King Historic District, and there-
fore changes had to be cleared by the
National Park Service.

“The Park Service allowed us to
make alterations well beyond the
norm,” says Green. “The officials
understood that this had the poten-
tial to reinvigorate the entire area, as
opposed to being a single, stand-
alone developer’s project.” In
essence, they realized it was a com-
munity-driven project.

Brock Green received permission
to slice the middle out of the build-
ing, a bold step that allowed for resi-
dential units and an interior court
yard. Tha partnership pursued the
HDDC strategy of seeking out tenants
of varying income levels.

“Studioplex was the first facility in
Atlanta to cater to artists and offer
mixed-leasing rates,” says Green.
Forty percent of the units are leased
to tenants who make 60% or less of
Metro Atlanta’s median income. The
other 60% is open to anyone who's
interested.

Studioplex opened in late 1999. All
112 units are rented, and there's a
waiting list. Only two studio/gallery
spaces out of 28 are still available.
Besides Studioplex, HDDC has
built 51 new single- and two-family
homes and rehabilitated another 35.
In effect, the HDDC has done what no
other renewal program has been able
to achieve in the neighborhood in
over three decades. Most observers
attribute the success to creative
thinking and avoidance of the age-old
custom of simple, cosmetic fixes.
Tenants are racially diverse. Sixty
percent are white, a figure few
thought would ever be seen in the
inner city. Just four blocks from the
Martin Luther King Jr. Historic Site
and adjacent to Inman Park, one of
the wealthiest neighborhoods in
Atlanta, Studioplex serves as a bridge
over a formerly uncrossed, albeit invis-

Interest has been high since
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In the midar of the constantly changing signatures of Adanta'’s Downeown and
Midrown skylines, Crawford Long Hospital has held true to a course that has

zarch. That in turn

allowed us to provide exceprional care and ploneering re
s

|:'|:l.~ made us one of ‘-|'|L' Ccouniry s fOremaosr l-':u_'||1|'|=: |:'|s'.~'|1:1':||~ ,mJ ofe of

the wop 100 Eh“;'l'ml\ in the country for cardiac care. Today, thar course also

includes a leadership role in the continual revitalization of Adanta, and we're

proud o join our neighbors ar BellSourh, Georgia State University, Cousins

Properties and many others committed to making Atlanta the best it can be.
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