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I s easy o mistake spons for simple games,

as though meaning is absent and reward

merely Aectime. After all, even the most
spelibinding encounter of archrivals is not a
coniies 11r'p:n:t vorss evil, mor even a heated
match between nght and wrong. Instead, the
FEHE |1\'c~g:-||; |'|!,'|\. on felds, courts and mals e
mimiature, strobe-light reflectbons of humankind
unemeling challenge to overcome obstacles placed
in lifiz” s path.

Jim Mckay s famous words — echoed through 12
Odympic gamwes. and counting — "the thrill of
victory and the agony of defem” resonate among
people far and wide precisely bocause they sum up
the neman experience so profoundly. They also
intensely deseribe the life of lanice Davis,
exccutive director of the Columbus Georgia Sports
Council, whose own life game carries high stakes
and challing odds.

Adifelong Columbus resident, Janioe Duavis s a
e Lo |!:-g; |:a.'|.:1.m|a.1| with, Knoan I|:.||||,|g|'u|u| I|'n.'
rea s beavy=hitter with a scorecarnd filbed with
comumunity wins, she means business with the
hody of spors. from merely coordinating
games and play, she quarterbacks her team and a
mutssive amny of volunteers (o increase the
ceonomic momenium gained from the 1996
Sammamer ( Il_\:llp:u;\_

I 1994, then .\El}'l.‘ll Frank Martin and his
"kitchen cabinet™ founded Columbus 946G, now
known as the Columbus Georgia Sports Council,
to land a piece of the Olympics pre for Columbus.
In 1995, the annourcement that Columbus would
host the softhall venue during the 19596 Clyvmpics
wixs met with city-wide cheers. The following year,
the softball games commenced withot a hicct
Columbis, Georgia was caught in the spotlighi, I
was a time of glory and over-filled local coffirs,

“Une of the most memorable moments, i
thousands of memorable moments, was watching
the homerun that won the gold for the TS, weam,”
remmeimbers Carmen Cavers, executive director off
Calmsibiis State | 'r|:|1'q.'l*-‘i[}' 2 {CSL 'u|1|'|i1|.3_||. 111
Center, Prior to working at CSU, Canmen, 2 retired
commanding gencral at Fort Benning, first headed
Caolumbus [ % and then bocame Columbas | city
manager. He is still mvolved with the city | s Sports
Coumcil, curmently serving on it board of directors,

“The Olympics made a lor of money for
Columbis. and a lot of things — inclhuding the
stadium — came from it,"” savs Cammen,

I shoe, it s a tough act 1o follow,

But Janice didn’ 't step into the footsteps of such
community greats as Mayor Frank Mbartin and
Carmen Caversa as on inexpenenced noophyte.
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She worked her way through the ranks and got 1o the head of the line ane
harried step at o time, Employed by the Columbus Consolidated Government
in the Parks & Recreation Department for 19 years prior to joining the Sports
Council, Janice also worked for the Softball Ohmmpic Commitbee.

In 1994, the reigning executive director of the Sports Council abruptly
rt;sigm:d mngd retumed to Brunswick, Jamice had fo qui;.‘:ly step in angd cover
the trade show season, scurmying from venue to venue 1o attract leading
sparts ofganizations to the Colummbus fields of promise,

I was bimdsided,™ recalls Janice. "There were s0 many evenls — one after
anciher - 10 eover,”

But Janice managed to do more than just cover the events; she inked
several deals on the road. By January, the season had ended and she was
appoanied executive direclor in recognition of ber stellar performance,

Her credentinls camy more than the weight of experience and success; she
also has the clout of & superb education. Janice eamed a Bachelor of Science
degree in community planning and a master's degree in public
administration from Columbus State University. More recently, she has
camed the coveted Certified Park and Recrestion Professional (CPRP)
designation from National Recreation and Park Association.

Shee has served as executive director of Columbus Sports Couneil since
2000 and currently mandges a budget of $500,000 with three folltime and
two part-time employees who together coondinate over 200 volanteers to run
1B events each year. The events that drive people 1o Columbus in droves
include: Mational Fastpitch Coaches Association Leadofl Classic; Tour de
Georgin; Special (lympics (Geargin; Georgia High School Association State
Competition in Softball, Cheerleading and Regional Basketball; and the
American Softball Assoclation MNational Charmpionships. And then there are
the ever-popular grassroots cvonts such as Kids InMotion and Celehration of
Sports Excellence.

The Sports Council's 2007 estimated economic impact on our city is 517
million

The pressure to win and keep winning is o constant on her shoulders. But,
like & prized athlete, injury s 2 constant threat to her game plan,

Janics bas contracted a rare discase called amyloidosis. "1 am the only
perzon alive with this disease at this time,” she says in her first public
imterview nhowt her Life-threatening illness,

The cause of primary amyloidosis is unknown, but the condition is related
to abnormal production of antibodies by a type of immune cell. The deposits
invade the affected organs, cauging them to become stiff, which decreases
their ghility to fiancton, It is related to the malignant plasma cell disorder
multiple myeloma, a cancer of the plasma cells in bane mamow,

"It causes my blood not to clot. It is a basal cell cancer,” Janice says very
maitter-af-factly. "It is in my spleen, kidneys, heart, bone marrow and liver. It
can shut down any or all of those organs.™

In Chctober 2005, Janice had an unsuccessful stem cell transplant followed
by & stint in a local hespial the following Jenuary for masaive blood Loas
brought on by chematherapy.

"Hard-headedness gets me through it all,” she says. "There"s no known
cause or cure for the illness. 1'm just thankfil for each day.”

Janice travels 1o London every six months for a special scan 1o see if her
tlkness s growing or contaimed for the moment.

"They can tell me right then what's going on with me,” she says.

“I ook at the good side: | wouldn't get to see London otherwise and | play
tourist 1o the hile," she laughs.

Diespite her illness, Janice doesn’t miss a beat ot bringing much-needed
sports revenues to her hometown team: Columbus, "Janice is 8 coarngeous
lady and she works very hard,” Carmen says. "5She's a hard-hitting
professional you would never know is siek ™

At the end of the day, life is more sport than fun and games. Jamice 1s stel]
up to bat on her iliness while consistently hitting homenzns for Columbus,
The next tirme you're at the Woodruff Farm Road Soccer Complex or
dovwntown al South Commons Softball Complex, rermember that the woman
nt the helm of it all i.;'p'lrl.:,'i.n.g for kecps!
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