Military Flexes Muscle
Across Golumbus Fronts

By Pam Baker

MUSCOGEE
COUNTY

hen the cast and crew of We Were Soldiers Onee  Amd  Ranger instructors 1o restrict activity to -
Yoreryg came to Columbus and Fort Benning to makea  ensure safery, although the training still tested physical

Viemnam War movie, they expected the red carpet treat-  limits and inspired souls.

ment, not a character-building experience
They should have known better.

Infantry has been providing intense versions of the same
experience for
decades. Just ask
the mfantrymen in
Viernam whao
rrained in the shad-
ows of Columbus
for 14

before being  sent

muonths

off to the jungles of

Southeast Asia
“We're

watered -down

only doin
version  of
i training, and it's
still kicking my tail,” sud

Mel Gibson, who has made
a carcer out of phui(,[il'.'
demanding
{Mad Max,
Warrior, Brave
The  Parvior) bt
tound  all
handle playing Lt
Col. Hal Moore in
scenes shor at the fon
this spring. “It’s
incredible whatr guvs
in the military go
through.”

Indeed, the tr.lming

roles
Road

cart,

l!l.' [N ill]d

worried director /writer
Randall Wallace (screen
writer of Bravebears and
the upcoming bl
Harbor), who feared his §

stars would sufter bro

ken bones or worse

ing, the soldiers here took the measure
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“From the begin

of us,” said Wallace,

ous or just playing around. Just like the Rangers are the best
and I have no doubt they are — our cast members are the

best. They volunteer to do more, to train harder, 1o ger as

close to real as they possibly can,”

Wallace asked

There’s real, And then there’s real real
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“As civilians, we have a pretty sulted view of the military,”

said vereran actor Sam  Ellior.

“Training can be very disen
chanting, To know
that men con
tinue their
careers after such a
grueling introduction gives
you hope for the future of
this country. No wonder
lawbreakers were once sent
service to
improve their character.™
Based an The New York
Times bestscller
by the real-life
Muoore and
Joseph L.
Galloway, the
maovie
on one of the
most  savage
battles in U.S.
military history.
Although
there's plenty
of action, this won't be

into military

CENTCrs

vour ordinary Vietnam
¥ movie. For one
thing, it offers a bal-

anced view of a conflict
that  still tears ar
American society

“There are no bad guvs,” said Wallace, *It’s about
eing human in an inhuman sic
political or religious tone to it

A0 [-hl.'l'f 15 No
t's abour the more
asic human struggle to survive in war, where win

ning means losing lives, and losing means death,”

To be 2002, We Were
Soldiers Onee is an emononal tale about 400 U.S
soldiers under fire, surrounded by 2,000 N

released somenme in

th Vietnamese
in a place htringly called The Valley of Death, located in the
Central Highlands

Academy Award nominee Greg Kinnear | As Good as It Gets)
and Barry Pepper (Saving Prava
with the trining course than did the older stars, the middle-
sibson among them

14

v Ryan) had an ecasier time

aped
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